
Changing Strings1 

Strings are important 

It’s amazing how much the sound of an ukulele is affected by the strings. Quite often, cheap ukuleles 
can be hugely improved just by putting good strings on. Factory strings on cheap ukuleles are sometimes 
miserable. They sound dull and ugly, and the intonation is terrible — an ukulele can sound crooked just 
because the strings are poor. With new, high-quality strings, the same ukulele becomes a much better 
instrument. 

Finding out which strings are best suited for an ukulele requires some trial and error. Don’t save on the 
strings — it absolutely makes sense to check out a few different (high-quality) string types on a good 
ukulele. 

In the meantime, many new string types became available, however it still demonstrates how big of a 
difference the strings can make on the same ukulele. 

Durability of strings 

On a soprano uke with re-entrant tuning the string tension is usually far below the breaking point of 

the strings. Broken strings will be a rare sight. However, it’s very dependent on the playing style how 

quickly strings tend to wear out. For some players, the strings last for many years, while other players 

must change strings every few months or even weeks. Strings should be changed as soon fatigue 

becomes noticeable. For example, the strings can develop some roughness where they are usually 

strummed, or little notches at the fret positions. It can also happen that the intonation of a string 

begins to suffer. 

Best practices for changing strings 

First remove the old strings. You may want to use the opportunity to clean the fretboard and the body 

area below the strings. When putting on new strings, make sure that you attach them correctly to the 

bridge and the tuning pegs, depending on the construction this works a bit differently. Mind that every 

string is intended for a specific scale and tuning. Not paying attention to this may lead to poor sound 

or even damage your instrument. Each of the four strings of a set is designed for a specific tone, so 

it does matter not to mix them up. Every string should be put on the right place. 

If the ukulele has friction tuners, loosen the screws a bit before changing strings (but don’t loosen 

them entirely), so you can turn the pegs effortlessly. After changing strings re-tighten the screws a bit 

to make sure the pegs will reliably hold the strings in tune, but make sure they still can be operated 

by hand for re-tuning. 

  



Attaching the strings to the bridge 

Every string should first be attached to the bridge, then to the tuning peg. There are several different 

bridge types: 

Slotted bridge 

 

For this bridge design, first tie a figure 8 knot at the end of  a string. Then shove the the end of the 

string with that knot into that little hole below its slot, so that the string is lead through that slot. 

Figure 8 knot 

The disadvantage of this bridge design is that very thick or very thin strings can lead to problems, if 

they don’t fit their respective slot width well enough. If a string is too thick, it may not fit into its 

respective slot. In this case you’ll have to widen the slot (for example with fine sandpaper). If it is too 

thin, the knot may slip through the slot. In this case you may have to use multiple knots. 

 Tie bridge 

 

  

The tie bridge works just like a small version of a classical guitar bridge. Like on the classical guitar, 

a timber hitch is used for attaching a string. There are many tutorials available for changing strings on 

a classical guitar, which show exactly how it works for this bridge type. It’s a best practice to lead the 

ends of the string (cut to an appropriate length) below the knots of the neighbour strings, as shown 

on the illustration. This is done to prevent that the strings can touch the sound board, since this might 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Figure-eight_knot
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Timber_hitch
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lead to buzzing. However, I have to admit that I’m too lazy for doing this sometimes, usually it’s no 

problem on a soprano ukulele… 

“String-thru”-bridge 

 

The advantage of this elegant bridge type is that it can be very small and light, thus allowing for a 

more efficient transmission of the string oscillations to the sound board. To my knowledge, only few 

high quality instruments built with this bridge type. 

The disadvantage lies in the unused handling. The strings have to be led far through their respective 

hole, so that the end can be pulled out of the sound hole. In order to achieve this, turn the string 

while leading it through the hole and watch if it becomes visible in the sound hole, then try to pull it 

out with your fingers. It’s less complicated than you may think. Tie a figure 8 knot into the end you 

pulled out of the sound hole. Now pull the string back so that it is held by the figure 8 knot below the 

sound board under the bridge. Just make sure that knot can’t slip through the respective hole. 

Bridge pins: 

 

Loosen the strings and pull the pins and old strings out.  Tie a knot on one end of the new string.  

Feed it into the hole in the bridge. If there is a little slot you can rest the string in, do so.  Fit a bridge 

pin into the hole snugly, but not too tight (if there is a groove on one side of the pin, line this up with 

the string).  Pull on the long end of the string until you feel the knot settle into its home in the pin.  

Push the pin in the rest of the way into the hole and continue pulling the long end until everything is 

tight. 

 

Attaching the strings to the tuning pegs 

After attaching a string to the bridge, you attach it to its respective tuning peg and tune it up: Lead it 

through the hole in its respective tuning peg, gently pull so it goes straight over the fretboard and 

through its respective nut slit, and lead it again through the hole in the tuning peg (so it goes through 

the tuning peg hole two times). Now tune it up by turning the knob of the tuning peg. The tuning pegs 

on the right side must turn right, the pegs on the left side must turn left. The strings should be coiled 

downwards, to make sure they sit well in their nut slits. When tuning up, roughly tune them right to 

their intended tuning tone. Right now they won’t hold their tuning (it will quickly drop), don’t worry 

http://www.ukulele-arts.com/wp-content/uploads/2014/07/MG_8775_bridge_stringThru.jpg


about this. After putting on all strings, cut them to length, so the string ends won’t interfere when 

playing or tuning the ukulele. 

Directly after putting on the strings, they won’t be able to hold their tuning, since they need to settle 

in and get used to the tension. It will get better in time, just keep re-tuning. To speed this up a bit, I 

like to tune them one or two half tones too high for a short period. Just don’t overdo it, tuning 

significantly too high will damage your instrument. To prevent damaging a precious instrument, 

I only tune a single string slightly higher at a time. 

 

From ukulele.com 

 

Knot for tuning peg2 

 

Optional tools that make your life easier3: 

String winder: This will save you a lot of time winding and unwinding the tuning pegs. I’ve just got a 

low budget one, but some of the fancy models like those by Planet Waves have string cutters too. 

Nail clippers: By far the best way to cut nylon and nylon-wound strings. 

Tuner: Unless you want to guess where A=440 is (or have perfect pitch), keep one of these handy. 

 

All the strings at once? 

Sometimes to clean the fretboard or make the process easier, you might want to take all the strings 

off your ‘ukulele before restringing. 

This is usually fine but should be done with caution if you have a vintage ukulele that might respond 

negatively to being completely freed from strings. Use your judgement. 

I like to change the strings two at a time, so I can clean one half of the fretboard and then the other. 

For me this is the perfect compromise. 

 

Pre-stretching Strings 

Don’t do it.  As with most things that relate to the ukulele there are two camps here.  One will say 

stretching is fine and will decrease the amount of time it take the strings to settle. 

 



How to Choose the Right Strings for Your 

Ukulele4 

For a tiny investment, a fresh set of quality strings can improve or revive your ukulele’s sound. Many 

lower-cost ukuleles for sale are shipped with less than optimal strings, and a better quality set can 

make a surprising difference in their sound. In this guide we will help you choose the set that’s right 

for your uke. 

One size doesn’t fit all 

As we detail in the Musician’s Friend Ukulele Buying Guide, most ukes fall into one of four sizes. Each 

size has a different scale length and string tension requirements. (The scale length is the distance 

from the nut to the bridge.) It’s therefore important to choose a set intended for your type of ukulele. 

Here are the four most common ukulele sizes with their typical scale lengths, overall lengths, and 

most common tunings: 

Ukulele Type 
Scale 

length 

Overall 

length 
Tuning 

Soprano (or 

Standard) 
13” 21” G4-C4-E4-A4 or A4-D4-F#4-B4 

Concert 15” 23” G4-C4-E4-A4, A4-D4-F#4-B4, or G3-C4-E4-A4 

Tenor 17” 26” 
G3-C4-E4-A4, G4-C4-E4-A4, A4-D4-F#4-B4, or D4-G3-

B3-E4 

Baritone 19” 30” D3-G3-B3-E4 

 

Reentrant vs. Linear Tuning 

As you can see from the chart above, there’s more than one way to tune most ukuleles. In the most 

common method called reentrant tuning (also sometimes called high 4th or C tuning), the G string is 

tuned to the G above the C and E strings. You’ll see this also referred to as “high G” tuning. Because 

the strings cover a smaller range, reentrant tuning offers more even overall tone. 

https://thehub.musiciansfriend.com/folk-instrument-buying-guides/ukuleles-how-to-choose
https://www.musiciansfriend.com/ukuleles


 

Standard reentrant tuning shown on a ukulele, the music staff, and piano keys. 

 

With linear tuning (also called low 4th tuning), the G string is tuned down an octave creating a 

broader tonal range that some players prefer. Dissonant-sounding chords tend to ring more clearly 

with linear tuning. Many players feel linear tuning produces more guitar-like tone. 

Some ukulele string sets such as those made by Oasis are designed specifically for use with low or 

high G tuning. Oasis uses fluorocarbon for their high G string, giving it a bright, crisp sound. The low 

G string has a nylon core and a copper/silver wrap wire that imparts a warmer tone. Which leads to 

our next topic—the materials used in ukulele strings.   

Types of Ukulele Strings 

While the vast majority of ukulele strings are made of various nylon polymers, there are a number of 

variations, each with their own tone characteristics. 

Nylon: Because string makers use various types of nylon polymers, sound can vary from brand to 

brand. The least expensive nylon strings are produced through extrusion—a process where nylon 

monofilament is created by pushing the molten polymer through holes of specific diameters. More 

costly strings are also extruded, but are then ground to produce a more consistent diameter. Ground 

strings tend to have a slightly more textured feel. 

Nylon is not affected by humidity, but temperature shifts can require you to retune. Also, all nylon 

strings tend to stretch more when new and take some time to “settle down.” Before attempting to 

adjust the intonation or fine tune your uke, it’s a good idea to give new strings some stretching time. 

Some nylon strings are made with polymer formulas that are intended to mimic the rounder, warmer 

tone of traditional gut strings. One of these polymers, D’Addario’s Nyltech strings, are designed to 

offer the warmth of traditional gut strings, while providing punch and tuning stability. 

https://www.musiciansfriend.com/ukulele-strings/oasis
https://www.musiciansfriend.com/ukulele-strings
http://www.musiciansfriend.com/search?sB=r&Ntt=D%27Addario+Nyltech+Strings
https://thehub.musiciansfriend.com/images/ukulele/ukulele-tuning.jpg


 

Fluorocarbon: This polymer, originally developed for use in fishing line offers a slightly brighter 

sound than nylon and is less affected by temperature changes. 

All types of nylon and fluorocarbon strings can be safely cut to length. 

Titanium: This monofilament material offers strength, durability, and a somewhat brighter tone than 

nylon with more projection and volume. 

Gut strings: These strings produce a pleasant, old-fashioned ukulele sound, but they are highly 

susceptible to changes in humidity and temperature and are notoriously difficult to keep in tune. ... It 

offers a brighter, sharper sound than nylon, gut, or synthetic gut.  However, they are typically much 

more expensive ($30-$40) and are made of sheep intestines, sooooooo… 

Wound nylon strings: These have a nylon core that is wrapped with a polymer winding material and 

are usually found in sets intended for tenor and baritone ukuleles as the two lower strings. Some 

players find the finger squeaks that these strings may produce objectionable. 

Wound metal strings: These are typically used on lower notes and larger ukuleles. The most 

common winding materials are copper or aluminum. They too can sound a little squeaky. 

Note that cutting wound strings to length may ruin them if the wrap material starts to separate from 

the core. 

Steel Strings: For the most part it’s not a good idea to attempt to string a uke with steel strings since 

the additional tension they exert on the top, bridge, and neck of the instrument will likely damage it. 

Besides, steel strings won’t produce the classic sound of a uke. There are a few instruments such as 

banjoleles, guitar/uke, and dobro/uke hybrids designed for steel strings. If you’re unsure about 

choosing replacement strings for such instruments, consult with the manufacturer. 

So Which Strings are Right for Me? 

There’s no one answer. Two ukes will respond differently to the same type of strings. The key to 

finding the right set to match your instrument and playing style is to experiment. Uke strings—even 

the highest quality types—are quite inexpensive. By trying various string sets designed for your type 

of uke you can narrow down the brand and string composition that work best for you. 

Tip: When you restring your ukulele, make a note of the date on the package and then add any 

comments you may have about their tone, tuning stability, and durability as you play them. This will 

help you keep track of your likes and dislikes over time.   

https://thehub.musiciansfriend.com/images/ukulele/ukulele-string-types.jpg


Major Ukulele String brands: 

Aquila 

D’Addario 

Martin 

GHS 

Oasis 

Worth 

Kamaka 

Ko’olau 

Fremont 

 

What is the difference between a low-G 

string and a high-g string?
5
 

High-g ‘Ukulele String 

A high-g string is the traditional way of tuning an ‘ukulele. The high-g makes for an odd tuning 

pattern that goes high-low-high – uncommon with stringed instruments. It’s called a “re-entrant” 

tuning. 

Because of this, high-g is best for a more traditional, Hawaiian rhythm sound or a campanella style. It 

keeps the notes in a chord closer together for tighter-sounding voicings. This can create cool piano-

like note clusters which really kick ass when playing jazz chords. 

Players who tune their ‘ukulele with a high-g: Jake Shimabukuro, Troy Fernandez, Del Rey, early 

Eddie Kamae, and many more. 

Low-G ‘Ukulele String 

A low G string creates what is called a “linear” tuning on the ‘ukulele. This means the string order 

goes from low to high, hence, a more rounded, even sound. A low-G also gives you five extra notes 

below middle-C. It’s tuned an octave below a high-g. 

Having a second “bass” note can be useful for solo fingerpicking arrangements which allows you to get 

a fuller sound when playing by yourself. It creates a wider range of notes when you play any chord. 

Implementing a Low-G String on Your ‘Ukulele 

A low-G string simply replaces a high-g. It is often a metal-wound string and usually fatter than the 

rest. If you try and tune a high-g string down one octave it will be incredibly floppy. This isn’t very 

useful, so by increasing the size of the string, you can have a higher tension at a lower note. This is 

why specialty low-G strings were created. 

You put a low-G string on your ‘ukulele just like any other string, though sometimes you just might 

use only one wrap in the “tuning knot” at the bridge because of the string’s thickness. 

Nut Adjustments: 

‘Ukuleles are usually setup for a high-g string from the factory. If this is the case for your ‘ukulele, you 

might have to have the nut slot filed wider to accommodate the larger-diameter string. If you try to 

put a low-G in a high-g-sized nut slot, the string will usually sit too high off the fretboard. The 

playability of your ‘ukulele will suffer and you’ll have to work hard at fretting notes on that string. 

https://liveukulele.com/gear/changing-strings/


It’s a simple enough change to make if you have the skills, but it won’t be reversible. Make sure you 

hire someone who’s competent to do the job. 

Tuning a Low-G String: 

Getting the octave right on your strings can be a challenge when you are just starting out. You want 

to make sure you’re tuning the string to the octave it’s intended for – where it’s not floppy, but also 

not too tight. If you try to tune a low-G string to high-g pitch it will most likely break. 

For reference, a low-G note is G3: 196hz. A high-g is G4: 392hz. Some tuner apps will tell you which 

octave you are in in addition to the pitch of the string. I like insTuner. 

Types of Low-G Strings 

Low G strings come in two types: wound and unwound. 

Wound strings are created just like you’d think: with a nylon or metal strand in the middle and a 

metal winding around it on the outside. Wound low-Gs have a different tone than the rest, which can 

be distracting as you play between the strings. They also often squeak when you slide you finger on 

them. 

Thankfully, leaps and bounds have been made in wound low-G production and there are some really 

good options available these days like the Fremont Soloist low-G and luxury strings like the 

Thomastik-Infeld CF30. These are much better balanced and flatwound for less squeaks. 

Unwound low-G strings are made from the same material as the other strings. To make up the 

difference in mass between wound and unwound materials, you need a larger string diameter. Using 

the same technologies as the three higher ‘ukulele strings, a fat, unwound low-G sounds dead and 

muffled. This is simply because the large diameter hampers its ringing ability. 
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